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A Practical Treatise on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. By 
John V. Shoemaker, M.D., LL.D. Fifth edition. Philadelphia, 
F. A. Davis Company. 

Another edition of Shoemaker’s well-known treatise leads us to 
ask what it is that creates such a large demand for this work on 
therapeutics. Perhaps it is its encyclopedic nature, for scarcely a 
known drug is omitted from the strictly alphabetical “classification.” 
The pharmacy and chemistry (called “Pharmacology” by the author) 
are briefly and well written, and, by much space-saving, a large num¬ 
ber of useful prescriptions, written in both metric and English sys¬ 
tems, have been included in the text. Hydrotherapy, massage, elec¬ 
tricity, climate, diet, music, etc., are given proper attention. But lit¬ 
tle attempt is made to study the comparative merit of allied drugs. 
Both the British and the United States Pharmacopeia are represent¬ 
ed, but there are no especially new features in the present revision. 

Bastedo. 

L’Epilessia, eziologia, patogenesi, cura. By Dr. Paolo Pini. Ul- 
rico Hoepli, Milan, Italy. 

This pocket manual is a carefully written study of epilepsy and 
its treatment from an experimental and therapeutic standpoint. It 
might be considered a series of essays on the history of the study of 
epilepsy, the theories of causation, and the numerous methods of 
treatment based on the several theories. Under the theory of intox¬ 
ication are considered the sweat, urine, blood, gastric juice, cerebro¬ 
spinal fluid, acid auto-intoxication, methylene blue, Welch’s cure, etc. 
The infective and dynamic theories are given due attention. One- 
third of the volume is devoted to a careful criticism of the use of 
various bromine-containing substances such as bromalin, bromoform, 
bromipin, monobromated camphor and the bromides of ethyl, ethy¬ 
lene, potassium, ammonium, strontium, rubidium, gold, zinc and 
nickel. 

Hypnotism, electricity, massage and physio-therapy are each 
given sections, and a chapter is devoted to farm colonies. Following 
each chapter is a very full bibliography covering American, English 
and various European writings. W. A. Bastedo. 

Trattato di Psichiatria. Ad uso dei medici e degli studenti. Del 
Prof. Bianchi Leonardo. Direttore della Clinica Psichiatria e 
Neuropatologica della R. Universita e del Manicomio provinciale 
di Napoli. Puntata la. Casa Editrice Cav. Dott, v. Pasquale 
Napoli. 

This, the first fascicle of a treatise on psychiatry, is a modern ex¬ 
position of the Italian school. Translations of foreign works into 
Italian there are plenty, but this work by Dr. Leonardo stands out 
almost alone as a native product. 

The author says that the great amount of original work 
on the anatomy and the physiology of the nervous system that 
has come from Italian laboratories, more than warrants an authori- 
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tative expression of the present knowledge of psychiatry in that 
country. 

In the first fascicle of some 170 pages the general fundamentals 
of the anatomy of the nervous system are given. This has been done 
in a direct and comprehensive manner, not too exhaustive, nor yet 
superficial; but the most modern of observations have been brought 
into correlation with older views. 

The work is richly illustrated and the author is deserving of 
much credit for the excellent presentation made. Jelliffe. 

La Migraine et son Traitement. Par Le Pr. Paul Kovalevsky. 
Vigot Freres, Editeurs, Paris. 

Migraine has always been a mystery notwithstanding the fact 
that research after research has been conducted, with the view to 
compel the organism to yield up the secret of its causation. Many 
are the facts now known, but the fundamental disturbances have thus 
far escaped the ultimate tests of physiologist, pathologist, or chem¬ 
ist. The present short dissertation is a very excellent one, written 
in the illuminating manner that French thought so fully represents; 
but it cannot be said that Kovalevsky has given any newer interpre¬ 
tations. He has, however, brought together a great number of the 
latest researches and has performed a signal service for the student of 
this affection, although the author is far from conversant with the 
excellent work done in this country along chemical lines, notably the 
work of Herter and others. 

The treatment of the affection is very fully and practically dis¬ 
cussed. Smith. 

A System of Physiologic Therapeutics. Edited by Solomon So¬ 
lis Cohen, A.M., M.D.; Volumes III and IV, Climatology, 
Health Resorts, Mineral Springs. By F. Parkes Weber, M.A., 
M.D., F.R.C.P. (Lond.) With the Collaboration for America of 
Guy Hinsdale, A.M., M.D. In Two Books. Book I—Princi¬ 
ples of Climatotherapy, Ocean Voyages, Mediterranean, Euro¬ 
pean and British Health Resorts. Book II—Mineral Springs, 
Therapeutics, etc. 

The medical practitioner who seeks a guide to the conditions of 
climate, on account of which certain places have become known as 
health resorts, will find this work of practical value. A general out¬ 
line of the principles of climatology in relation to health and dis¬ 
ease is followed by detailed treatment of ocean voyages, their indi¬ 
cations and contra-indications, and the location, altitude, rainfall, 
winds, proximity to water, etc., of the various health resorts of the 
world. The conditions at different seasons, effect of ocean currents, 
value of mineral springs, etc., are also included. The special diseas¬ 
es for which each resort is famous and for which it is especially 
adapted are set forth, the author not omitting mention of diseases 
for which the climate is unsuitable. It is noteworthy that the re¬ 
sorts are studied not merely as to climate, but also as to their social 
and educational advantages, commerce, ease of access, and expen¬ 
siveness. A portion of the fourth volume is devoted to a list of dis¬ 
orders with the consideration of their treatment by climatological 
means. For example, for hay fever such American resorts as the 
White Mountains, Cape Breton, Muskoka and Banff are recommend¬ 
ed; certain places in New Jersey, Long Island, etc., are probably 
good, but not certainly safe; and other places are useless for either 
prophylactic or curative purposes. Maps showing altitude, rainfall, 



